
 

 



WELCOME  

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 9w5/ 5Ŝǎ /ƻƭǎ 5Ω9Ŏƻǎǎe Autodistance Trial was organised to 

compensate for all those who missed out on ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aƻƴǘŜΦ This two 

day event  had a bit of everything.  Majestic snow-capped mountains like 

the  Monte, narrow  mountain roads like those on the Coupe des Alpes, 

and of course some challenging weather  typical of a Scottish winter event.  

The finish was spectacular.  After ǎŎŀƭƛƴƎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¢ǳǊƛƴƛ, the Bealach na 

Ba, crews looked out over the turquoise water of the Kyle of Lochalsh.  Not 

quite the sun drenched Mediterranean, but stunning nevertheless.  The 

hospitality at the start at the Northern and Royal Yacht Club, Rhu, the 

overnight halt at the Craiglynne, Grantown-on-Spey and  the finish at the 

Applecrosse Inn was first class.  It was indeed an event to remember.  

Thanks are due to June for doing all the administration, to Oliver Tomlins 

who worked with me on the route and who devised the observational 

questions and Craig McGibbon who did the roadbook.  5Ŝǎ /ƻƭǎ 5Ω9ŎƻǎǎŜΣ 

as well as being an adventure, raised £500 for the Disaster Emergency 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ !ǇǇŜŀƭΦ  Well done.   

In this edition of the newsletter you will find the next part of the Farina 

series, a report by Dave Lucas on Des Cols DΩ9ŎƻǎǎŜ and our tribute to the 

legendary navigator, Willy Cave, who competed in numerous International 

Rallyes including the Monte and who sadly passed away in March.   

 

 

       Douglas Anderson                     
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Thank you for all the feedback that I have had on the Lotus Farina series.  There 

have been some very interesting and informative comments, in particular from 

Trevor Parfitt who is the proud owner of the A40 Farina which was successfully 

raced by GP άDocέ Shepherd who went on to win the 1960 British Saloon Car 

Championship.  Trevor has carried out a complete restoration of the A40.  Below 

is a photograph of Trevor and his son with the restored Farina.  

https://www.adrianflux.co.uk/forever-cars/doc-shepherds-historic-a40- restored/       

  

 

 

They have also carried out some very interesting development work on the front 

suspension.  Trevor is going to send details.  There will be an article on these 

mods   in a future issue.  

https://www.adrianflux.co.uk/forever-cars/doc-shepherds-historic-a40-%20restored/


LOTUS FARINA REAR SUSPENSI0N    

Independent rear suspension has been chosen to maximise the comfort and 

handling ability of the Lotus Farina.  A live axle is perfectly adequate for smooth 

roads, but IRS is the system of choice when it comes to dealing with good as well 

as with adverse road surfaces and conditions, all of which would have been 

encountered on rallies of that period.  

The rear suspension of our Farina is pure Lotus Elan.  It  is light and simple  and 

features the famous Chapman Strut which has excellent suspension travel. It 

also has the advantage of having rear disc brakes.  The Elan suspension assembly 

is a perfect fit  under the rear end of a Farina. The rear track is almost the same 

as the Elan.    (The drawing below is not to scale) 

 

 



Part of the  rear section  of the Elan back bone chassis is utilised with the addition 

of strengthening to the diff area to form a subframe which houses the Elan 

suspension and also locates it in the rear of the Farina monocoque.   It is fixed in 

place by 6 bolts which secures the sub frame to the car.  

One further modification has to be made to the shell in order to accommodate 

the suspension struts.  Towers have to be added to the wheel wells and the 

associated pressing modified to house the struts and diff cross member. This  

pressing could be added at the body assembly stage.  

 

 

 

 

The Lotus Farina with its all independent suspension and four wheel disc brakes 

is now ready for its new powerplant.  There are a couple of options in the engine 

department which we will look at in detail in the next edition of the newsletter.  



Monte  News  

Willy Cave 1927 ς 2022  

I was very sorry to hear that Willy Cave had passed away in March 2022 at the 

grand old age of 95.  I first got to know Willy when we flew him up to Paisley for 

the Press Launch of the 2016 Rallye Monte Carlo Historique and Classique.   

 

One of the entries in the Historique that year was a 1951 London Taxi, entered 

by a Belgian crew headed up by Jean-Marie Herman who also came over for the 



occasion.  Willy had himself been the navigator for a London Taxi in the 1961 

Monte Carlo Rallye with Peter Dimmock and ¢ƻƴȅ .ǊƻƻƪǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ²ƛƭƭȅΩǎ 

ōƻƻƪ ΨtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭȅ /ŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǇΩ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ά!ǳǎǘƛƴ C·о ¢ŀȄƛΦ  wŜǘƛǊŜŘ ό5bC ŘǳŜ 

ǘƻ ../ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎύέΦ  ²ƛƭƭȅΣ ŘŀǇǇŜǊ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛƴ tŀƛǎƭŜȅ 

and posed patiently for the numerous photographs and gave multiple interviews 

for TV, radio and the Press.  While being filmed for the BBC, he held up his furled 

ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ Ψ¢ŀȄƛ ǘƻ aƻƴǘŜ /ŀǊƭƻΩΦ 

WǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭȅΩǎ флth birthday lunch in Monaco 

as his birthday fell during the Rallye.  It was an enjoyable occasion with Willy 

presiding over a group of his rallying friends and colleagues.  

²ƛƭƭȅΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ ǎǇŀƴƴŜŘ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ тл ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

competing with many of the greats of the sport.   He always saw himself as a 

navigator, never a co-driver.  He completed his last rally in 2020.   

One of his great friends, Peter Baker, says of him in an obituary which you can 

read on the Retro-speed website,  άWilly Cave was a first-class sportsman, a 

ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ƘƛƳ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅΦέ   

I am sure that these sentiments will be shared by all those who had the privilege 

of knowing him.   



 


